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BPHI 201:
Buddhist Ethics
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Investigate the extent to which ethical concepts had developed in pre-Buddhist

Indian thought.
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Discuss critically the attitude of the materialist thinkers who lived during the
Buddha’s time towards ethics.
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Examine what theory is described as “teleological” in the philosophy of ethics,
and consider whether the characteristics of such a theory are seen in Buddhist

ethics.
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Explain the ethical meanings implicit in the Buddhist concept of Sila.
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Examine whether the belief in rebirth and Kamma can be considered as a
necessary basis for leading an ethical life.
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Examine whether some difference can be shown between the meaning of the
terms pufifia-papa and the meaning of the terms kusala-akusala in the use of
Buddhist ethical language.
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Taking into account the philosophical question whether there is knowledge in
the sphere of ethics, explain the Buddhist position regarding ethical
knowledge.
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Explain the rational foundation of Buddhist ethics.
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Explain the content of Buddhist cthics with reference to the Noble Lightfold
Path. '
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“Nirvana is ethical perfection.” Express your views on this statement.



